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"PARASITES" AND "IDLERS" IN THE COMMUNIST MILLENNIUM 


"A pitiless fight against loafers and parasites is now a matter of urgency" 
in the Soviet society, according to a Soviet youth newspaper. The entire press 
ip the USSR, as well as a number of conferences of youth leaders, hen devoted 
much energy to a vigorous campaign against anti-social elements who ' 'refuse 
to work, yet succeed in eating. " 


Campaigns against unwanted social manifestations are, of course, nothing 
new in the Soviet Union. The present drive against persons parasitical on 
Soviet society stands out, however, because of 1) its concomitant admission 
that parasitism has penetrated all strata of Soviet society; and 2) the extension 
of its target area to ‘ include former and present members of the Party hierarchy. 


The punitive yardstick is shorter and more flexible for the anti-social 
elements of the top Party echelons than it is for the ordinary parasites. 


The penetration of parasitical tendencies into the Soviet moral fiber shows 
that parasitism is generated by the Soviet system itself and that the nature 
of the system is such as to breed parasites in increasing numbers. 
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"PARASITES" AND "IDLERS'IN THE COMMUNIST MILLENNIUM 


A pitiless fight against loafers and parasites is now a 
matter of urgency. It is evident that the militia and the courts 
will be in no position to tackle this problem alone. The entire 
Komsomol and other organizations, as weil as every member 
of the general public, must take part in the offensive against 
parasites. 


It was in such grim terms that the August 28 issue of the Soviet youth organ, 
Komsomolskaya Pravda, outlined tne scope of the campaign against the present 
Soviet whipping boy. The article was occasioned by a meeting in Moscow of 
Soviet law enforcement officials and Komsomol representatives to discuss the 
problem. 


A Party conference on a similar topic, which took place from September 
6 to 9, heard Leonid F, Ilichev, the head of the Central Committee's Propaganda 
and Agitation Department, declare that parasitical elements and the accumulation 
of private property were the most serious of the vices in the Soviet society today. 
Ilichev warned: 


We must launch a campaign agains!... those who 
refuse to work yet succeed in eating, and deliver a 
crushing blow to all private-ownership tendencies, 
indifference to politics, lapses into nationalism, religious 
prejudices and other forms of bourgeois ideology 
(Pravda, September 10, 1960), 


The entire Soviet press has outdone itself in recent weeks with attacks on 
"loafers" and"'property hounds." Just as in the notorious campaigns against 
"enemies of the people!’ the central and provincial Soviet newspapers spew forth 
headlines designed to stir up hatred and persecution: ''... End to these disgraceful 
vestiges of the past--parasites, self-seekers and spongers." 'Force them to work, " 
"Idlers and good-for-nothings are not simply useless~-they are a danger to 
our country. ""'To the pillory with loafers. " 

(more) 
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Of course, this is not the first time that the Soviet press has revealed tle 
existence of obnoxious internal elements and stressed the need to do away with 
them. The difference now is that the latest assault--quite apart from being on 
a vast scale-- has several special features, of which tne following are the most 
important: 


l, Expanded definition of parasitism. In the past, the elements in the 
Soviet population officially branded as "parasitic'' have been black marketeers 
and small-scale second-hand dealers, private enterprisers and privately-hired 
workers, "idlers,'"' and all those who do no socially useful work." Now, however, 
the Soviet press, --especially the satirical papers and Literaturnaya Gazeta 
(Literary Gazette)-- are more and more often directing heavy fire on the parasites 
and loafers among present and former members of the Party hierarchy, who, 
it is charged, would "enter Communism" only on the condition that they can keep 
their private summer homes, cars, "hereditary pensions" and "fat savings 
bank accounts." The greed of highiy~placed persons in the Soviet Union was 
described in an article in Literaturnaya Gazeta on July 30, 1960: 


As you see, it is not simply that we have utterly lazy 
people with jobs which do not demand the slightest work. There 
are still very active individuals around who, without in any 
way infringing the law, succeed in extracting considerable 
material blessings from the society in which they live and whose 
attitude to society is that it exists solely to minister to their 
wants. These people have no need to resort to devious means 
to amass wealth, and they hate to dirty their hands with intrigue. 


According to the article, such individuals justify their parasitical way of 
life by resorting to the "ancient and rather weighty argument: what did we fight 
for ?'' This argument, it may be noted, is a well-known and long-established 
one inthe Soviet Union. It serves as official justification for the privileges 
enjoyed by old revolutionaries, war heroes, and many other "honored" figures 
of past Soviet history. It is the basis for for their belief that society. cwes 
them a comfortable living. Literaturnaya Gazetf points out that 


when such privileges are exploited with the object of 
gain; when a construction organization builds the boss a 
home at public expense; when an honorary certificate of 
retirement is turned into a license to conduct commerce; 
when a pensioner's certificate is used as an instrument for 
gain-r ‘then a privilege becomes an income (Ibid. ). 


The article then attacks the widespread practice among "deserving" 
members of Soviet society of passing on their material privileges to their 
descendants. It describes these ''Marxist grabbers’ as having arrogated 
to themselves the right to 'milk society openly and legaliy."' "Behind their 
bad-tempered, home-grown brand of Darwinism," the article goes on, "there 
looms the plump, sleek and repulsive image of the bourgeois who dreams of 
legitimizing his predatory instincts as swiftly as he possibly can when Communism 
arrives," (more) 
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Elsewhere, Literaturnaya Gazeta draws attention to the existence among 
the politically conversant members of the Soviet intelli gentsia of a tendency to 
scrutinize the basic tenpts of Communism for arguments which would allow 
them to hold on to their private wealth, or, as the paper says, "to fasten 
their coffers with Marxist hasps."' 


2. Open admission of an increase in parasitism4 Until quite recently, 
whenever the Soviet propagandi sts mentioned ° ‘parasitical elements" in the 
USSR, they always asserted that these were only a legacy from the past-- 
insignificant, dying remnants of cap'talism, The day would soon come, it was said, 
when Soviet society would be rid of them completely. But now the Soviets had to 
confess openly that neither the police nor the courts could cope with the parasites, 
that ' parasitism existed on a mags svale throw ghout Soviet society. Also, 
after Khrushchev proclaimed the principle at mete srial self-interest as the basis 
of the socialist system of distribution, private-ownership instincts, which had 
never been completely eradicated in Soviet citizens, received a kind of theoretical 
sanction. This situation soon yieided fruit--the very section of Soviet society 
which was supposed to set an ideological example was permeated with the 
vices now under attack. It is for these reasons that the campaign in the Soviet 
press is this time being initiated on a larger scale than ever before. The present 
situation of the ‘parasites is not enviable. Keomsomolskaya Pravda wrote on 


September 9, 1960: "The habit of turning a blind eye and a decayed liberal attitude 
toward parasites has caused them tu become completely brazen. Enough of it. 
We've put up with them long enough; their brains have to be put in place." 


3. Two yardsticks in the fight agains’ parasitism. Soviet propaganda 
does not hide the fact that there has been a notable increase in certain forms of 
parasitism in the USSR since the post-Stalin relaxation of measures of coercion 
and -Khrushchev's attempt to replace such methods by others involving the 
application of "social pressure’ and ideological indoctrination of the masses. 
The Soviet authorities are demanding two kinds of corrective measures in the present 
campaign: a more thprough ideological indoctrination for parasites who are 
members of the ruling class, and severe punishment for those who are outside 
the privileged circle, The latter, as Komsomolskaya Pravda said on August 
25:"... must be tried without leniency and after being sentenced must be sent to 
do hard forced labor in remote parts of the country." 


The confessed infestation with parasites is revealing. Soviet propaganda 
claims that the Soviet people were filled with unprecegented enthusiasm for work 
after the Twenty-First Party Congress and that there was an entirely "new" attitude 
toward work turn out to be nothing more than wishful thinking on the part of the 
Soviet leaders. A lead article in Pravda on September 14, 1960, devoted to the 
recent All-Union Conference on Problems of Ideological Work, demanded that 
all Party organizations "give priority to pressing, vital questions, concentrate 
attention on what is basic--inculcating into the masses the will to work." 


(more) 
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Several conclusions can be drawn from the Soviet parasitism : 
(1) the constant growth of parasitism among the members of the Soviet 
ruling class proves that it is generated by the Soviet system itself; (2) the 
nature ofthis particular social system is such that it breeds ever increasing 
numbers of individuals who avoid "socially useful work" and try to find other 
means of support; and (3) the official admission of ideological vices among 
high-level Party members shows that the Soviet authorities have no hope of 
depling with similar vices among the rest of the population as long as they 
keep silent about the state of affairs in the ruling hierarchy. 
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